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We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.
For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the
high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go
forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.1

The word is "go forth."  This is our charge regarding everything that men would
set up in the form of a "camp," no matter what that camp may be.  If men set up a
camp, we must look for a rejected Christ "without the gate."  If men set up a religious
camp, call it by what name you please (or, even by no name at all), we must "go
forth" out of it, in order to have communion with a rejected Christ.

When men rally round a standard on which is emblazoned some important
dogma, or some ordinance to be enshrined and followed—when they impose upon
others an orthodox2 creed or an enlightened scheme of doctrine or stringent rules of
morality, or insist upon conformance to any other system of religious practice—when
any or all of these things exist, they have in principle set up a camp.

It demands much spiritual intelligence to discern the real importance and proper
application of the words, "let us go forth" and much spiritual energy and resolution to
act upon them. They should however, be discerned and acted upon, for it is perfectly
certain that the atmosphere of a camp, let its ground or standard be what it may, is
destructive of personal communion with a rejected Christ; and no so-called religious
advantage coming from any form can ever make up for the loss of that communion.

These forms may have originated in real power; they may have resulted from
positive visitations of the Spirit of God in times past. The temptation, however, is to
stereotype the form when the spirit and power have all departed.  This is, in principle,
to set up a camp.  The Jewish system could boast a divine origin.  A Jew could
triumphantly point to the temple, with its splendid system of worship, its priesthood,
its sacrifices, its elaborate furniture, and show that it had all been handed down from
the God of Israel.  He could give chapter and verse, as we say, for every thing
connected with the system to which he was attached.  Where is the system, ancient,
medieval, or modern, that could put forth such lofty and powerful pretensions, or
come down upon the heart with such an overwhelming weight of authority?

Yet, the command was to "go forth."  "Go forth therefore unto Him."  It is not, go
forth from one system to another—from one set of opinions to another—from the
authority of one man to the authority of another—from one company of people to
another.  No; but, go forth from every thing that merits the representation of a camp,
"to Him" who "suffered without the gate."  The Lord Jesus is as thoroughly outside
the gate now as He was when He suffered there twenty centuries ago.  What was it
that put Him outside?  It was the religious world of that day, and the religious world of
1 Hebrews 13:10-13
2 That is, beliefs approved by recognized individuals who are in turn acknowledged as authorities.



that day is, in spirit and principle, the religious world of the present moment.  If our
Master "suffered without the gate," we cannot expect “to reign within the gate."  As in
the time of the Lord Jesus, one can see "the leadership" in the camp promoting "a
form" of unity through various pet dos and don'ts while denying by their actions the
true unity that comes from "drawing neigh unto the Lord."

Recall the situation described in Numbers 16 wherein Korah, Dathan and Abiram
rose up against Moses and Aaron claiming that “Moses and Aaron took too much
upon themselves.”  This situation has been used in the past by so-called “assembly
leadership” (improperly identifying themselves with Moses and Aaron) to put down
individuals (who they improperly identified with Korah, Dathan & Abiram) who
objected to their self-asserted authority. However, it should be clear to a thoughtful
reader that the correct application is quite the reverse. 

Who should be identified today with Korah and his cohorts?  Note that verses 9
and 10 in Numbers 16 are key.  Korah was apparently seeking the priesthood (verse
10) which itself was a type of our Lord Jesus.  The answer today for Korah is one
who is endeavoring to take a place of ministry and authority that only the Lord
rightfully has.  This is precisely what men such as Robert A. Grove and his
lieutenants have done as they impose conformity of doctrine and behavior upon
others.  They deny freedom to those our Lord Jesus has set free.3  Korah is a
likeness to Robert A. Grove and his cohorts; not to those who oppose them.

Thus, it is important to understand the proper relationship between a Christian
and his "Minister in the sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle.”4  The Lord says
through Paul:

But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man….5

Since we have a great priest over the house of God (Himself) let us draw near (to
Him).6

Examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.7

There is a proper place and recognition of Christian ministry just as there was a
proper place for the Levites in God's order8. The problem is presented when one
departs from the order that the Lord has prescribed and takes to himself some of the
prerogatives and relationship to us that only God has. This may involve one taking a
position of authority in teaching or in judgments that go beyond what the Lord
authorizes in His Word.  Like the Pharisees one can miss the spiritual essence of
teaching by focusing on rules and human reasoning.  One can misuse Scripture to
enhance a position of respect and authority by choosing certain scriptures in
isolation of what is taught elsewhere.  However, we are admonished that no scripture
3 John 8:36
4 Hebrews 8:1-2
5 1st Corinthians 11:3
6 Hebrews 10:21-22
7 2nd Thessalonians 5:21-22
8 However, Korah, a Levite, departed from that order and sought a place that was not his.



is of any private interpretation.9  The avenue directly to the throne of God was
provided when the Lord Jesus died on the cross as the curtain was torn from top to
bottom—we need no human mediator.10  We are not to look to a man as God's
authority on the earth.  He speaks to each individual through his Word and the Holy
Spirit today.  When we find that a contrary situation obtains, we should leave that
camp and go forth unto Him.

The word is "go forth from the camp”—everything that would take the form of a
"camp," no matter what that camp may be.  History has amply demonstrated the
tendency for forms eventually to follow earlier genuine visitations of God's Spirit.  We
must be careful not to remain with an association, though beginning as truly and
simply a genuine spiritual endeavor of assembling together, has nevertheless, now
departed from the faith by taking the form of a camp.

We may draw a lesson from 2nd Samuel 7 in this regard.  Nathan viewed David as
the Lord's chosen leader.  David wanted to build a house of God.  However, Nathan
evidently made the mistake of thinking that since God had chosen David for a
purpose, any desire of David's heart must be acceptable to God.  He trusted in his
natural mind rather than in resting in God's Word—that came to him providentially
immediately after his presumptuous statement to David.

Our only safety is looking to the Lord for our strength and guidance; not to man or
even one's previous Christian heritage if that keeps us from recognizing departures
from the faith.  That the Lord has blessed a Christian fellowship in the past is no
guarantee that he will do so in the future as unity in the Lord is replaced by that
represented in the scripture as “a camp.”  You may be sure that such a camp exists
whenever required group conformity has replaced or masquerades as Christian
unity.  Just like Korah in the past, many today appear to desire authority and power
over men rather than to be humble servants of Christ.  They covet the "foremost
seats in the market place" and insist upon conformance to their own doctrinal
opinions.

Only proud, carnal persons would think they have more knowledge and a more
perfect understanding that rightly should put them continually up front whenever
present at an assembly?  With such thinking it is easy to see why such people would
insist that it is dangerous for Christians to study God's Word together without their
"imprimatur.”  Imagine that!  God has spoken to us through His Word and provided
His Holy Spirit to help and comfort us, but they rather insist on providing the orthodox
interpretation required.  This is as surely the model of the Pharisees as any
imaginable.  

We have only to observe a further striking characteristic of others in the early
Church who wanted the admiration of men.11  In the third Epistle of John we read
about Diotrephes who loved having preeminence rejected John and other brethren

9 2nd Peter 1:20; that is, in isolation from what is taught elsewhere.
10 Hebrews 10:19-20
11 One of the Pharisee’s means of getting that admiration of men was through “making broad their
phylacteries and enlarging the borders of their garments.”



and forbad others to receive them even putting those who did out of the assembly.12

Notice that a very carnal man was rejecting and casting out men who were spiritual
men.  John calls such practice evil.  This is precisely what Robert A. Grove and his
carnal, mindless followers have done.

Notice further that this, the only instance in the Scriptures of men casting out men
from the church, is called evil.  That is surely not what was intended by the charge in
Romans 16:17-18 (to cast men from the church who would not avoid those cast from
the church).  The Romans passage admonishes believers to avoid those who serve
themselves and speak deceiving words.  It surely isn’t framed as a church decision,
but an appeal to individual Christians to avoid those who serve themselves and
speak deceiving words.  Framing it as a collective action rather than a personal
action simply indicates individuals require “law” and authority figures rather than the
leading of God’s Spirit to discern carnality and to force obedience to God’s Word.

It is apparent that man has a tendency toward looking to man for guidance rather
than the living God.  Israel chose Saul as their man to follow.  The Hebrews wanted
a king like all the nations around them to rule over them (rejecting Jehovah as their
Sovereign).  God actually gave them much, much more; a king with God’s guiding
hand upon him.  It was only after Saul rebelled that Israel got their actual request.  At
the very moment God’s hand was removed from Saul—at that very moment—Israel
then had a king like all the nations around them.

Many Christians today have chosen other men to exalt and follow. One cannot do
this without denying in practice (hardly anyone admits to doing it in word), the Lord's
order for us today. Paul said:

The just shall live by his faith.13  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God.14

Examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every
form of evil (e.g., that of a spiritual nature as well as that of a physical or moral
nature).15

Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. Now I praise you because you
remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered
them to you. But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man…
.16

Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-
abasement...inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the
head, from whom the entire body being supplied and held together by the joints
and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.17

12 3rd John 9-11
13 Romans 1:17
14 Romans 10:17
15 2nd Thessalonians 5:21-22
16 1st Corinthians 11:1-3
17 Colossians 2:18-19



We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful
scheming; but speaking the truth in love we are to grow up in all aspects into
Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and
held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working
of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself
in love.18

Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and
hindrances contrary to the teaching that you learned, and turn away from them.19

I have witnessed many instances of those who claimed the title "the leadership"
that have been grossly guilty of spreading slander and division from one side of the
country to the other as they have endeavored to enforce a conformity in doctrine and
behavior according to their own self-righteous perspective. Believing that the Lord
may only work through them or those they appoint and approve they demonstrate
great arrogance and pride. However, the truth of God is that "they that worship the
Lord must worship Him in spirit and in truth." May these things help you assess how
far some have departed from the Word of Truth as they cling to the form and miss
the spirit just as the Pharisees did.
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18 Ephesians 4:14-16
19 Romans 16:17


